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Abstract

Occupational health and injury surveillance is critical to a modern country, but it has not been well
established in Taiwan. For occupational accidents, at present, the sources of surveillance data are mainly
from the monthly reports by the employers according to Article 28 of the Labor Safety and Health Law.
The number of cases may be underestimated. Because diagnoses of occupational diseases are generally
more complicated than those of occupational injuries, the most serious cases of occupational accidents-
fatal occupational injuries-were targeted to evaluate the completeness of the current surveillance system.
According to the experiences of industrialized countries, the multi-channel approach was applied to collect
data from November 1, 1999 to May 30, 2000. The case definition was determined through expert
meetings and classifications of cases made by physicians accordingly. A total of 976 cases were
identified during the study period, and the sources of data included the instant reporting system of the
Council of Labor Affairs, compensations claims paid by the government employee insurance program,
compensations claims paid by the Bureau of Labor Insurance, mass media, traffic accident database of the
National Police Administration, forensic medicine database, the national death registry of the Department
of Health, and questionnaire interviews. Among those, 214 (21.9%) were covered by the instant
reporting system of the Council of Labor Affairs. The major reasons of under-reporting were that the
reporting of traffic accidents was not mandated and the fact that self-employed workers are not covered by
the reporting system. After comparison, no single source was capable of covering all cases, and therefore
it is necessary to establish a multi-channel surveillance system and to use instant data collection
mechanism to ensure the completeness and accuracy of the data.
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