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6. 4-6(E A B4 5 O EFREEREGRA O BEIE R AHSFHBIEERS 7

YA IH R iE A W R % % IH R iE 0 R
HEATE OR 95%CI p-value AOR 95%CI p-value
S
AEE 1.00
KEE 022 (0.08, 0.56) 0.0019 0.28 (0.10, 0.72) 0.0098
BREgnngE 0.55  (0.26, 1.15) 0.1153
RS
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The aims of this study were to explore the related factors affecting behavior and knowledge
of infant oral health between foreign and native mothers’. The study sample recruited four-
month to three-year old infants, and their foreign or local mothers living in the western section
of Sanmin District in Kaoshiung City since August 2004. There were 156 participants recruited
in the study, which included 78 infants of local mothers and 78 infants of foreign mothers. Every
participant completed a structural questionnaire and child oral examination data was collected.
The questionnaire contained basic demographic information, oral health behavior, diet habits of
these infants, and their mothers’ oral health knowledge.

There were no apparent differences between the local, mainland Chinese and south-east
Asian mothers in the mother’s oral health behavior. As for habits of mouth cleaning in 4-6
month-old infants, the local mothers were more efficient than mothers of mainland China
and south-east Asia. In addition to the mother’s own oral health behavior there was no direct
association on the infants’ oral cleaning behavior. But in oral health knowledge, the local
mothers had the highest scores, followed by the mainland Chinese and south-east Asians.

It was found that the mother’s nationality (especially the mainland Chinese and south-east
Asians) and education level were important factors in the oral health knowledge by multiple
regression analysis. And the factors affecting the habits of cleaning the mouth of 4-6 month-old
children are the mother’s nationality (especially the mainland Chinese), being a housekeeper as

her career and an oral health score above 14 in the mother’s oral health knowledge.
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The foreign mothers have poorer oral health knowledge, so it is necessary to provide oral
health education intervention for them. Moreover, most foreign mothers have problems in
communication and reading Chinese. Providing infant oral health education knowledge one-on-
one is more appropriate for them. In order to improve the ability in taking care of the infants’
oral health, this study suggests that we can help the foreign mothers to learn more oral health

knowledge during the prenatal examination.
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