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1. & BT ERBAN LA
Distribution of mental retardation of children with disabilities
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K2, HFoMBRLERAAREH

Distribution of demographic characteristic of children with disabilities
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K3, rMEFR G uERLEZ IREAETESA

Distribution of caregivers' and children’s oral hygiene habits
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Distribution of the decayed teeth (dt), extracted teeth (et), filled teeth (ft) and deft indices by gender, age group, and severity of
mental retardation of children with disabilities
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Distribution of the decaved teeth (DT), missing teeth (MT), filled teeth (FT) and DMFT indices by gender, age group, and
severity of mental retardation of children with disabilities
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Oral health status and related factors of children with disabilities
in Kaohsiung County, Taiwan
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HORNG-SEN CHEN™

! Division of Pediatric Dentistry, Department of Dentistry, Kaohsiung Medical University Hospital, Kaohsiung, Taiwan,
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It is more difficult to maintain the oral hygiene in children with disabilities than for
general children. Children with mental retardation, a physical disability, and multiple
disabilities have a poorer oral hygiene status compared to normai children. The aims of this
study were (1) to survey the oral health condition and estimate the dental treatment
requirements of children with disabilities and (2) to establish epidemiological data to develop
preventive programs. The study included a dental examination and questionnaire survey
carried out on 526 disabled children, including 314 boys and 212 girls with a mean age of
7.4442 89 years, and their caregivers in Kaohsiung County, southwestern Taiwan. The oral
examination showed that the caries prevalence was 79.09%, the decayed, missing, and
filled teeth (DMFT) index was 1.15 + 2.08 and the decayed, extracted, and filled teeth {deft)
index was 4.01 + 4.52. The mean filling rate was 19.68%. According to these results, we
hope to establish a dental preventive program, including teacher education and caregiver
education, establish a training system for dentists treating the disabled, and encourage the
disabled to receive preventive dental treatment and routine examinations.

Key words: children with disabilities, oral hygiene, caries prevalence, filling rate,
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