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The Transformation of Huang
Ting-jian’s Prose Form (ancient
literary style) © A Discussion of

the “Miscellaneous Writings

(non-genre)”
Ko, Chi-shu’

[Abstract]

Huang Ting-jian’s prose writing inherits the concepts proposed by Ouyang Xiu
and Su Shi that writing must contain purpose and meaning as well as promote
Confucian ideals, such as loyalty, honor, familial obedience, and friendship. It demands
one’s development of mind and character, and it must be practiced in daily life. The
content of Huang’s prose, however, does not refer to any politics of his time, but rather
to the pleasure of the life of an intellectual. Unlike conventional classical prose which
demands a set formal arrangement of the composition, Huang’s form is short and adapts
a synthesis of the “journal style” which is found in journals or notes and the “aphoristic
style” which is succinct but neatly arranged. He thus creates a unique style by
“conveying great ideas through simple words, and does so with unique grace and
elegance.” Usually Su Shi and Huang Ting-jian’s writings are very similar; they were,
in fact, called “Su Huang xiao-pin” (Su and Huang’s short essays). This transformation
of form from authoritative classical writing to the simple, delicate short essay is a

significant step forward in the history of Chinese literature.

* Associate Professor, Center for General Education, Kaohsiung Medical University.
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