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Literature Analysis and Comparison of
Table Tennis Players Talent Selection
Characteristics between Two Sides of

Taiwan Strait

Chou, Tz-Chung’ Ho,Chung-Fong2 Tseng, Yin-Chu®
'1-Shou University
*National United University
*Kaohsiung Medical University
Taiwan
Abstract

Table Tennis Competition is the athletic strengths of both Taiwan and
China and is the items emphasized by both governments. However, China
has been winning gold silver medals in Table Tennis for years, but Taiwan
is short in this. Being same race, in same language, why there is such
difference. Is the talent selection played key factor to this problem. Based
on the above question, this paper dealt with it by looking into literatures in
table tennis talent selection and making comparison to find out the factors
or characteristic leading to this difference. The results may be used as a
reference for coaches and players. This research adopted literature analysis
approach by looking into the literatures related to the competition table
tennis player selection between 1980 and 2006. The literatures were first
being analyzed, reduced, constructed, and then followed with comparison.
The process has come up with the characteristics in competition player
selection. The characteristics applied in selection include9 parts, i.e. basic
training, upper limb explosive force, mentality, physical capacity, eye-hand
coordination and reaction, agility, inheritance and body build, and others

(skin texture, bone age and blood type), then list down the key points of
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statements in the literature in statistical manner. The findings are that in the
past 26 years, the competition table tennis player selections, in order of
importance, are the following characteristics: 1.Basic Training; 2.Upper
limb explosive force; 3.Mentality; 4.Physical strength and eye-hand
coordination and reaction; 5.Agility; 6.Inheritance and body construction
analysis; 7.Skin texture, bone age or blood type and other factors. But when
compare in details, the orders of emphasis are slightly different between the
two governments: Both of them emphasis on the basic training and upper
limb explosive force; No. 3 is different among them. China attaches
importance in mental factor while Taiwan emphasis mental factors and
physical capacity, eye-hand coordination and reaction, agility and body
construction analysis. It appears that Taiwan coaches placed higher
importance in physical capacity and body construction, while China lean
more on mental factors. Could this difference played the role in the
difference in achievement and performance? It may be worth to look into it
and conduct further study.

KEY WORDS: Both sides of Taiwan Strait, Table Tennis, Athletic

Talent Selection.
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